Simultaneous administration of HB recombinant vaccine with diphtheria and tetanus toxoid and oral polio vaccine: a pilot study.
An extensive vaccination program to be used in highly endemic areas is the main strategy against the spreading of hepatitis B. The purpose of this study was the evaluation of the immune response to the recombinant HB vaccine administered singly or at the same time as other compulsory vaccines anti-diphtheria, anti-tetanus and oral anti-polio. Evidence was found of the serological efficacy both of HB vaccine and compulsory vaccines with a percentage of seroconversion of 100%. However, the infants who received HB vaccine at birth and at the age of 1 month had titers of antiHBs higher than the infants who received HB vaccine at birth and at 3 months. No difference in antibody levels of compulsory vaccines was observed among the study groups and the controls who received only compulsory vaccines. Our results suggest that HB vaccination must be encouraged and pursued in all newborns.